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was asked, does all government rest if not on force?
What other guarantee have we against the enemies of
society? But government is neither an abstraction
nor a celestial visitant armed with supernatural
terrors. It rests on public opinion, and disposes
of no more power than what opinion allows it to be
supplied with. What were called the rights of
property in Ireland merely expressed a state of
opinion that was rapidly ceasing to exist.

Legislation in restraint of free contract was not
limited to Ireland. In England also old ideas
about leaving people to bargain for themselves
underwent a certain modification. The elections
of 1880 showed that Liberalism was making
progress in the counties, long the stronghold of
Toryism. As a recompense for this partial adhe-
sion the Malt Tax was repealed, to the great joy
of the landed interest in general ; but the tenant
farmers were still more gratified by a Bill enabling
them to shoot hares and rabbits on the land they
occupied. Hitherto the landlords had reserved for
their own exclusive privilege the rather childish
occupation of shooting these mischievous animals
for amusement, with the result that a large stock of
valuable food was annually sacrificed to their main-
tenance. It seems strange that at a time when the
demand for good tenants exceeded the supply
farmers should still find themselves unable to
arrange by private contract for liberty to shoot or
trap the depredators of their property ; and that not
only should this right have to be secured to them
by statute, but that they should be precluded by
statute from contracting themselves out of it. In